
1

kkTrolleTrolleyyTrolleTrolleyythe

QQuarterlyuarterly
11

33
44

N U M B E RN U M B E R

JJJJ VolumeTwoVolumeTwoVolumeTwoVolumeTwo
22

       The 
Trolley s̓ 

        Wild Ride
Photo: Bisbee AZ • Arizona Historical Society

Page 10 



2 3

Trolley QTrolley Quarterlyuarterly
Telling the stories of the Phoenix Trolley

the

Volume Two • Number Two • 2021 
Journal of the Phoenix Trolley Museum

Contributing Authors
Bob Graham
William Lindley
Donna Reiner
Douglas Towne

Board Officers: 
John Mulhollen, President
Michael Swaine, 
Vice-President, Editor
Pat Krueger, Treasurer
Lanny Trapnell, Secretary 
 
Board Members:
Jesus Aguilera
Gail Fleming
Bill Gilmore
Bob Graham 
Will Keller

Advisors:
Alyse Freed
Dean Issac 
Matt Jewett
Doug Kupel 
Susan Shaffer Nahmias 
Jim McPherson
Michelle Reid
Ernie Workman
Jim Yeager 

urals have had 
a long history  
as an art form.  
   The discovery of 
   caves at Lascaux, 

in southern France show us 
mankind has been leaving signs 
of its existence for centuries.
In more recent years the City of 
Phoenix has had a “renaissance” 
of murals go up to commemorate 
a number of aspects of our city’s 
culture. To that end, the Phoenix 
Trolley Museum has joined in 
with its own cultural icon, a 
depiction of “Wesley” (No.1 in 
seniority in the Phoenix City 
Railway Company). 

June
1: (1904) The Maricopa & Phoenix Railroad 
moves their passenger train station from 
Seventh Street to Center Street. The Street 
Railway would abandon service on its 
Seventh Street line soon after, but would 
not construct a new line on First Avenue to 
serve the new Maricopa & Phoenix / Arizona 
Eastern / Southern Pacific depot (and the 
Santa Fe depot there as well) until 1910.  A 
direct connection to the train station would 
continue until 1923 when Union Station 
opens; the Street Railway's plans to serve 
Union Station were thwarted by the city.
1: (1940) Brill streetcar service begins 
changeover to buses
2: (1888) 2:  "The new town of Peoria, 
twelve miles from Phoenix and connected 
with it by Grand Avenue, 100 feet wide and 
as straight as an arrow, is to be 'boomed.'" - 
Weekly Enterprise
2: (1902) The Phoenix City Railway 
company moved the office at the car barn 
to Washington street. This extended the car 
barn farther south. A double track was laid 
from Washington street into the barn, which 
will shelter several new cars The new cars 
will be 8 feet longer than those use on the 
Indian school line. 
2: (1927) Sam Mitchell, longtime 
Superintendent of the street railway, passes 
away from cancer, aged 62. He lived to 
see the City of Phoenix purchase and 
reconstruct the Railway but not quite long 
enough to see the arrival of our Car #116 the 
next year. (1927)
8: (1904)  The Prescott Street Railway 
opens for service,
10: (1914) The Arizona Corporation 
Commission authorizes the Globe & Miami 
Traction Company to operate an electric 
railway between those two mining towns.
17: (1919) The Phoenix Street Railway 
company announces plans to rebuild the 
Grand Avenue line for the upcoming  
State Fair
26: (1894) The "Masten Franchise" 
is proposed as a steam interurban line 
"connecting the towns of Mesa and Tempe 
with the corner of First and Jefferson 
Streets" in Phoenix. This is almost exactly 
the route operated by Valley Metro Light  
Rail trolleys today.
30: (1907) The City of Phoenix takes 
control of the Water Works, recently 
purchased from M. H. Sherman.

July
3: (1906)  A. L. Boehmer is  
promoted to manager of the  
Miller drug store in Phoenix. In a  
short time he will become owner of the 
store 
3: (1921) Headline reads, "Police Sound 
Knell of Reckless Driving," commentary  
on the revised speed limits of 20 mph on 
Central Avenue, 15 mph in the "congested 
district" from 5th Avenue to 4th St. between 
Jackson and Van Buren, and 10mph at all 
crossings of the streetcar tracks. 
7: (1911) Wells Fargo to inaugurate express 
parcel service to be carried on the Glendale 
Interurban line cars, serving intermediate 
stops at what is called Meadowbrook 
Station (12th Street and Lincoln siding), 
Desert Curve, and Stout's Station. 
7: (1912) More freight: "A shed is being built 
three miles (east of Glendale) at the Stout 
crossing to be used in loading cantaloupes 
the coming season. The street car takes 
out empty Santa Fe cars, and the ranchers 
load them with cantaloupes" with the cars 
then forwarded via the connecting track 
at Glendale Depot on the Santa Fe to their 
destination. — Arizona Republican
23: (1899) Harry Heap, brother-in-law 
of Manager B. N. Pratt of the Phoenix 
City Railway, is appointed receiver in the 
bankruptcy of that company, after judgment 
against Mr. Sherman et al, and for the 
plaintiff in the amount of $365,427.57. The 
Railway failed to pay interest to holders 
of its $250,000 in bonds since 1895.  The 
Railway was assessed, having valuation of 
just $9,000 in Sept. 1899, & would be sold 
by the court on 29 Dec. 1899 — to a "new 
company" including Mr. Sherman — for the 
price of $33,342.
27: (1911) Plans are announced for the Salt 
River Valley Electric Railway company, which 
plans to "gridiron the Valley with electric 
(railway) lines to Mesa, Tempe, and 
Scottsdale."  — Phoenix Gazette
29 (1890) "A siding now runs 
from the railroad to the new 
warehouse of M. H. Sherman" in 
the southwestern corner of Collins' 
Addition (at 12th St. & Jackson). At 
least the foundation of this building 
still remains under what may be the 
original or a more modern structure, 
one of a few remaining buildings of 
the Sherman companies in Arizona.

 

Dates in Arizona  
Trolley History
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  completedmm
The muralist we 
chose for the task has 
a history of creative efforts 
on blank walls. Looking at 
her portfolio,  Lucretia Torva 
made us feel comfortable 
that we were going to get a 
striking work of art, filled with 
imagination and quality.

The mural is completed because The mural is completed because 
we wanted to have it finished before we wanted to have it finished before 
the oppressive heat of a Phoenix the oppressive heat of a Phoenix 
summer wouldn't melt the artist as summer wouldn't melt the artist as 
she was executing her masterpiece, she was executing her masterpiece, 
but we did not meet our goal in but we did not meet our goal in 
the fundraising  effort. So, we the fundraising  effort. So, we 
are continuing our fundraiser are continuing our fundraiser 
through the summer with an official through the summer with an official 
dedication scheduled when the dedication scheduled when the 
museum opens in October 1st at museum opens in October 1st at 
the First Friday Celebration.the First Friday Celebration.  
Donations can be made at:  Donations can be made at:  
phxtrolley.org/donations phxtrolley.org/donations 
Any amount is appreciated,  Any amount is appreciated,  
Thank you.Thank you.

Wesley Wenner,  
Motorman, No1 in Seniority

An artful way to extend the 
story of Phoenix and its 

Trolleys
Continued page fifteen 
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At the time, the line stopped at Phoenix Indian School, but  
Sherman quickly extended the terminus to Lincoln Place to  
accommodate the future buyers. After selling a number of lots, he sold the 

remaining property just before the 
Lincoln Place stop was completed.
Sherman had also been talking 
with various business owners in the 
Glendale area about extending a 
line out that far. This effort to create 
what was to become the Glendale-
Orangewood line was probably more 
complicated than all the other routes 
of the Phoenix Railway Company.
Nevertheless, the word was out 
that the Glendale line was coming 
and land developers were quick 
to pounce upon this information 
as vital to include in ads.

proper weight rails and then laying the line 
besides obtaining permission from all the land 
owners. While that ad for Arrow Ranch was 
dated May 1910, S. H. Mitchell, the company 
manager, finally secured the deeds for the 
right-of-way in early December of that year
The line reached Center Street (Central Avenue) 
from the east side in late December 1910 and 
then the crew headed out to Glendale to start 
laying the line from the terminus toward the 
east. The ceremonial “meeting” of the two 
sides occurred April 7, 1911, with the driving 
in of a silver spike at Center Street. And the 
official opening took place in early May 1911.
Riding this line through orange orchards in 
the springtime must have been delightful with 
the orange blossom and freshly cut alfalfa 
fragrances permeating the air. People and 
community groups often packed picnic baskets 
and headed to this area for a day outing. 
In the beginning 
10 brightly painted 
yellow cars travelled 
this route. Riders 
paid 50 cents round 
trip or 35 cents one 
way. Nevertheless, 
the rider might 
encounter some 
freight, produce, 
and items from 
Wells Fargo Express 
on board too. 
The entire effort 
proved to be quite 
a gamble for the 
Phoenix Railway Company. And, unfortunately, 
not a successful one as had been anticipated. 
And yes, this caused the line to slowly be reduced 
to one car a day in the 1920s before it was 
ultimately discontinued in 1926, shortly after 
the city purchased the entire system from Moses 
Sherman. According to Larry Fleming, the line “was 
unique and constituted the only truly interurban 
electric trolley line constructed in Arizona.”

Today developments do not 
“require” the type of efforts  
Moses Hazeltine Sherman  
put into making his  
successful, at least for  
himself. Being the owner of the 
Phoenix Railway Company must 
have made a huge difference in 
where Sherman invested although 
you might wonder which came 
first, the streetcar or the land 
purchases. For when 
you notice Sherman’s 
name related to deed 
transfers in the Arizona 
Republican, the Capitol 
Addition, Collins 
Addition, University 
Addition frequently 
appear. And knowing 
the east-west route 
along Washington 
Street, those three 
subdivisions either 
abut or were in 
close proximity to 
the streetcar line.  

It’s Coming!!It’s Coming!!

Arizona Republican, 8 June 1909

Arizona Republican, 16 May 1909

Arizona Republican, 7 May 1911

By Donna Reiner

H  mmm 
mmmm 
 mmmm.

...A...And in some cases, Sherman 
extended a line to get even closer 
to his vast realty holdings. Lincoln 

Place was one such holding. And notice in this 
ad, the streetcar is coming, guaranteed!

What makes this particular line so interesting is 
that it was not using the old axiom, “The Shortest 
Distance Between Two Points is a Straight 
Line.” Rather than extending the line on Grand 
Avenue (which had all sorts of obstacles because 
of the railroad), the company decided to extend 
the line from the Lincoln Place terminus.
Review the route from the map in Ride A 
Mile and Smile The While as we unfold the 
story of this monumental endeavor.

 

When the line was extended to Lincoln Place, it had 
already crossed the Maricopa Canal and the Grand 
Canal, so that type of obstacle was not an issue. 
Still, studying the map makes clear that there was 
a lot of land to acquire permission or rights to use, 
four proposed sidings, some “curves,” and what is 
not indicated, construction of a power substation. 
From inception to completion took nearly two 
long years. Things simply did not always move 
quickly as there were delays in obtaining the
Donna Reiner, co-author of 3 books on Phoenix history & history writer for the Arizona Republic. 

 

Ride a Mile and Smile the While

Car 33 on the Orangewood Line sometime before 1913
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Here we see the locomotive at Tempe 
Depot, with a Valley Metro trolley at right, 
and with Papago Butte and Camelback 
Mountain in distance.

Here we are, on board, rounding the 
curve north of the 1912 Salt River Bridge, 
headed for Phoenix.

These two  photos from 2004, in the years 
before the site was filled with 20 feet of 
dirt and graded, showing the original (now 
“entombed”) dam itself.  I ventured down 
there, avoided the various wildlife (snakes, 
javelina, scorpions, and some two-legged 
varieties), and explored a bit when it was 
still forgotten river-bottom land.  It was an 
area of tranquility surrounded  
by highways and airports.

Aerial view of the original 
location where Jack 
Swilling first drew water 
into his canal system that 
would spawn agriculture 
in the Valley of the Sun.

Bill´SBill´S
Bits´Bitsńn
PiecesPieces
of Arizonaof Arizona  
        Rail HistoryRail History

William William 
LindleyLindley

2014 AZ Centennial Flashback  
Union Pacific brings their steam 
locomotive No. 844 to Tempe & Phoenix.  

       The 
Last Remnants  

o Jack's Ditch

Salt River 

Valley Metro Light Rail
Maintenance Center

Sky Harbor Airport

➜Grand Canal 202 Freeway

Jack Swilling is credited as one of  
the original founders of Phoenix.  
He also played an important role in 

opening central Arizona to agriculture in 
1867,  when he establishing an irrigation 
system by following an extensive watering 
system built by the Hohokam, the earliest 
inhabitants who mysteriously left the area 
nearly a thousand years ago.

1881• Meyers Business Directory,  p49
Collins - Addition - advertisement

"Yesterday the Phoenix City Railway company 
took to the board of trade, $46.30, its por-
tion of the receipts on the day of the baseball 
game, to be given to the relief fund for the San 
Francisco (earthquake) sufferers. This makes 
the total of the amount raised by the baseball 
project $124.30... It also swells the total fund to 
$11,295.60... beside the clothing and other sup-
plies forwarded..."  (That would be $330,000 

in 2021 dollars). The baseball game in question 
was a benefit on 27 April between the Wake-
lin Grocer company (as depicted in photo in 
Larry Fleming's book Ride A Mile…, page 74) 
with the clerks of the J. W. Dorris company 
(later Dorris-Heyman Furniture Company) at 
Eastlake Park.  Wakelin won 31 to 4, "but no 
matter, it is the people of San Francisco who 
carry the day." 1 May 1906, 

Arizona Republican

City Railway Aids Victims of  Earthquake
☛☛

☛☛



8 9

 

 

2008-03-21 • Trackage 
in the trolley yard 
as seen from the 
operator’s position.

2003-11-07 • Phoenix mayor 
Skip Rimsza, center, holds 
a ceremonial shovel with 
other dignitaries at the 
groundbreaking for the trolley 
yard east of the airport.

2005-09-03  • The 
trolley bridge 
over the  
UPRR and 
maintenance 
buildings under 
construction.

2007-03-07 • On a 
"VIP" tour of the 

shop building, 
Trolley #101 is 

under construction 
and open for 

inspection.

Wheelsets 
(‘trucks’) await 
their electric 
motors and 
installation 
under the 
trolley bodies.

More trolley bodies 
(having been stored near 
the interchange of Routes 
101 and 202 in Tempe) 
arrive for final assembly 
on flatbed trucks.

2007-04-24  • 
Car #101 
testing on 

Washington 
Street.

The Territorial Capitol Site.
The Commissioners appointed to select a 
capitol site have chosen the ten acres of 
land offered by Messrs. Sherman and Col-
lins on the west end of Washington Street.
Besides the ten acres, Messrs. Sher-
man and Collins have given a strip of 
land around the tract, one hundred feet 
in width, for a driveway, and also agree 
to extend the street railway to the tract.
The capitol, when built, will be in the 
center of Washington Street, so that it 
can easily be seen from the business por-
tion of the city. The commissioners in-
tend to plant trees on both sides of the 
street, around the tract donated, and to 
improve the grounds generally so as to 
make a park where the good people of 
Phoenix can take pleasant evening strolls.
The site chosen is one which a majority 
of members of the Fifteenth Legislative 
Assembly petitioned the commission to 
select; as in their judgment it would be 
the best for the purpose. Commission-
ers Hammond, Franklin, and Johnstone 
have acted for the best interest of the tax 
payers of the Territory in this matter, 
and the Sentinel joins with the endorse-
ment of their action on the premises.

— The Arizona Sentinel, Phoenix A. T., 
1889-06-15, p. 2

Sherman/Collins partnership donate land for the 
Arizona State Capitol in 1889. Moses H Sherman 
was the originator of the Phoenix trolley system.

Courtesy: Arizona Capitol Museum

1889 • Land is donated  
for t new state  

Capitol Building

Trolley Yard  
Broke Ground  
  as Mass Transit 
  returned Y  T   
      Valley after

59 Years

William Lindley,  
former board member  
and avid history researcher 9

☛☛

☛☛

☛☛

☛☛

☛☛

☛☛

☛☛

Looking Back on Recent History
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Trolley enthusiasts quibble  
over whether the Warren-
Bisbee Railway was an 
actual streetcar system or an 
interurban railway. But one 
thing is for sure: this system 
offered the most exciting 
trolley ride in any of the five 
Arizona cities that featured 
such transportation modes. 
“Riding the (Bisbee) streetcar 
was more akin to a roller 
coaster,” according to Mining 
Town Trolleys: A History of 
Arizona’s Warren-Bisbee 
Railway by Richard  
V. Francaviglia. 

Arizona’s    Most Exciting
  Streetcar Ride:

The    Warren-Bisbee Railway

T rolley enthusiasts quibble over 
whether the Warren-Bisbee 
Railway was an actual streetcar 
system or an interurban railway. 
But one thing is for sure: this 

system offered the most exciting trolley ride  
in any of the five Arizona cities that featured 
such transportation modes. “Riding the 
[Bisbee] streetcar was more akin to a roller 
coaster,” according to Mining Town Trolleys:  
A History of Arizona’s Warren-Bisbee Railway 
by Richard V. Francaviglia. 
In contrast, the trolley services offered in 
Phoenix, Tucson, Prescott, and Douglas 
traversed relatively flat terrain.  Francaviglia 
says that, apart from possibly Pittsburgh, the 
Warren-Bisbee Railway was one of the most 

challenging in the nation. 
The railway had grades 
reaching 7 percent, and 
only 10 percent of the 
track was on level ground. 
What led such a difficult-
to-construct trolley to be 
built in Bisbee, a former 
copper mining town 
now known more for its 
counterculture vibe? 
Some believe it’s because 
Bisbee, at the height of 
its mining heyday around 
1910, was the largest U.S. 
city between St. Louis and 
San Francisco. 

But this often-repeated urban legend, which has 
been printed several times in Arizona Highways, 
isn’t correct. The “Queen of the Copper Camps” 
wasn’t even the largest city in Arizona at the 
time. With a population of 9,019 in 1910, Bisbee 
lagged behind Tucson (18,193) and Phoenix 
(11,134) and wasn't much larger than Globe, 
Douglas, or Prescott.
What did inspire the construction of the Warren-
Bisbee Railway was the latter’s city’s dense 
development near the Copper Queen Mine, the 
source of much of the eight billion pounds of rich 

copper ore that the area produced before closing 
in 1975. Located in the steep terrain of the Mule 
Mountains, Bisbee’s hillsides were covered with 
wooden shacks linked by long flights of stairs 
and dirt paths. Its canyons would fill with noxious 
sulfurous smoke from the town's copper smelter. 
This crowded, unpleasant urban environment 
eventually caused several significant 
developments. Bisbee’s smelter closed in 1907 
as it lacked a dependable water supply and room 

for expansion, according to the 1966 University 
of Arizona master’s thesis, Historical Geography 
of Bisbee, Arizona by William W. Newkirk. New 
smelters were built near the town of Douglas, 
located 25 miles to the southeast. 
The other major change was new communities 
that developed on relatively flat land to the 
south, on the other side of the copper ore 
body. These developments were Lowell and 
Warren, the latter a Calumet and Arizona 
Mining Company town that began in 1906. 
Automobiles were rare, so mine workers living 

in Warren had to walk eight miles and 
climb more than 700 vertical feet to get to 
the entrance of the Copper Queen Mine.
Two attempts to create a streetcar system 
within Bisbee came to naught in 1902 and 
1903. These efforts were labeled “absurd” 
because of the problematic engineering 
involved with the steep slopes. However, a 
third attempt, this time to link Bisbee with 
Lowell and Warren via an electric trolley, 
was launched by James Bell Girand in 
March 1907. Girand, Arizona’s first and 
only territorial engineer, would later develop 

much infrastructure in Arizona, including roads 
and dams. 
Bisbee residents, by a vote of 375 to 27, 
approved the proposed street railway. “The 
people of Bisbee are enthused over their 
prospects of a new municipal facility that will 
permit them to put on metropolitan airs, afford a 
new convenience to city life, and do much toward 
making that place a city instead of a mining 
camp,” an article in The Arizona Republican 

1110

By Douglas Towne

Main Street in Bisbee showing  
faint trolley tracks, 1940s.

Warren-Bisbee Railway at  
Copper Queen Plaza Mar 12, 1908 Continued page twelve 
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stated in 1907. “It will indeed be an achievement 
when visitors to Bisbee see a streetcar winding 
up the hills and down the canyons where it was 
heretofore supposed to be impossible 
for a hummingbird to fly without breeching.”
Girand’s firm, Haggot-Girand-Smith, was hired 
by the Warren Company, a 
subsidiary of the Calumet and 
Arizona Mining Company, 
which had the resources to 
build the trolley. Girand initially 
laid out the railway path from 
Warren to the Copper Queen 
Mine entrance, called the "High 
Line Route," and constructed 
the roadbed, rails, and electrical 
equipment, according to 
“Engineering Arizona’s Future: 
James Bell Girand's Vision of 
Roads, Dams, and the Central Arizona Project.” 
(Journal of Arizona History, Winter 2017.
Construction of the main streetcar line also started 
in Warren and ran through Lowell to Bisbee, a 
trip that would soon take 30 minutes. The route 
followed a private right-of-way. Materials for the 
railway were transported via the El Paso and 
Southwestern Railroad, the path of which would 
cause complications for the trolley. “Because the 
EP & SW prohibited the trolley line crossing at 

grade, it crossed the mainline railroad in 
at least three locations – on one trestle and 
under two bridges,” according to Mining Town 
Trolleys.
A grand opening celebration on March 12, 
1908 attracted a crowd of 3,000, and the 

trolleys carried their first riders. The Warren-
Bisbee Railway carried more than one million 
passengers by year’s end, with ridership 
increasing every month. Trolleys ran on the 
Warren-Bisbee main line, and the “High Line” 
connected to Briggs Junction, where the 
Copper Queen Mine and Shops were located. 
Another segment was a mile-long extension 
from Warren to the Country Club, where locals 
celebrated holidays. 

The Warren-Bisbee Railway’s rolling 
stock initially consisted of a work car 
(#100) and seven interurban cars. The 
work car was likely built by McGuire-
Cummings Manufacturing Company of 
Chicago and had “controls housed in a 
small cab about the size of an outhouse 
located at one end,” according to 
Mining Town Trolleys. “A stationary 
tower, used by the line's repairmen 
to gain access to the overhead wire, 
was located a little back of center. The 
remainder of the deck could be used for 
transporting objects, such as wire or 
lumber, to repair sites along the line.”

The interurban cars were numbered 
sequentially, #101-107, and were also 
manufactured by McGuire-Cummings. Their 
paint scheme is in debate, as some residents 
recall them as being red, others dark-green. 
The double-ended, wooden cars were 42-
feet long, with seating for 40 passengers 
and standing room for 75 additional people. 
Each rattan seat had a call button to allow 
passengers to signal a stop. 
Four 40-horsepower motors powered the 
interurban cars up the steep gradients; 
airbrakes held them in place on the inclines.  
A powerhouse with two Westinghouse Parsons 
steam turbines, 400 horsepower and 670 
horsepower at the Oliver Shaft on the  
central part of the line, provided 600 volts  
of direct current.
The interurban cars usually ran singly but 
could be coupled together to handle crowds 
for special occasions. Trolley fares averaged a 
nickel, though they could be higher, depending 
on multiple stops. Operating times averaged 
between 5 a.m. and 2 a.m. to cover mining 
work shifts.
The railway initially deposited passengers 
in Bisbee at the Copper Queen Plaza, but 
expansion provided riders with more stops 
to the northwest. In 1909, a challenging 
4,700-foot extension was made up the tight 
curves of Tombstone Canyon, beyond Castle 
Rock along Main Street. Contrary to some 
impressions, the streetcar never ran up the 
parallel Subway Street, which was named 
for the path floodwaters could be diverted off 
of Main Street. Another 2,850-foot extension 
up Tombstone Canyon the following year 
brought the total length of the railway tracks 
to 8.05 miles. This section of trolley tracks 
mostly ran at the side of the streets rather 
than down the center.

And the longstanding debate on whether this 
transportation system was an interurban or 
streetcar system? Those in favor of calling the 
Warren-Bisbee Railway an “interurban” cite the 
system linked different communities. In contrast, 
those who say “streetcars” note that they ran on or 
alongside streets, had streetcar-like rounded ends 
with decked roofs, and, most tellingly, locals  
used this term.
Either way, the 
debate is academic, 
as the trolley system 
would only last two 
decades before it 
took its final run. The 
next issue of The 
Trolley Quarterly  will 
cover the Warren-
Bisbee Railway’s 
20-year record 
of operation and 
subsequent demise.

12
Douglas Towne, writer, historian, 
hydrologist, artist and editor of Arizona 
Contractor & Community Magazine 

 Warren-Bisbee work car #100

Warren-Bisbee Railway 
car #106 on Main Street  
in Bisbee

Warren-Bisbee Railway at Castle Rock

Bisbee with its recently abandoned smelter in the center, 13
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Street  
Railroading  

in Arizona
(Phoenix)

The Street Railway Review was originally published 
from1891 until 1906 and was a compendium of rail and 

trolley activity throughout the United States.

This is a collage of images that was published in the Street  
Railway Review showing Eastlake Park. It was the first city park in 

Phoenix and developed by the Phoenix City Railway Company.

This article is a reprint  
from the monthly 

Street Railway Review 1905 
Windsor & Kenfield, 

Publishers

Editor's Discovery

Street railway men who have been troubled with 
snow this year, will find it restful to look at the 
views on this page, most of which were taken 
on November 30, of last year, on the line of the 
Phœnix City Railway Company, Phœnix, Ariz. 

Summer lasts nearly all the year, So there is no falling off of 
travel on account of winter's chilling blasts. 

The Phœnix City Railway Company was organized February 
28, 1893, by Gen. M. H. Sherman, president. With him 
is associated as vice-president, C. F. Ainsworth; treasurer, 
William Christy; secretary and manager, B. N. Pratt. 

About the first construction work of the company was to tear 
up the tracks of the old Valley Street Railway, on Washington 
street, the main thoroughfare of the city, and lay five miles 
of 30 and 35- pound “T” rail for electric service, leaving 
about three miles of horse railway on other streets. The rails 
were spiked direct to 6x8 redwood ties, ballasted with six 
inches of river gravel. Special care was given to the joints, 
which are “standing up” well under service, though the cars 

are comparatively light. The line is perfectly straight and 
practically level, covering the main street of the city, passing 
nearly all of the principal hotels, business blocks, and going 
directly through the capitol grounds of the territory, about 
three-fourths of a mile from the city center.
The rolling stock consists of four motor cars, equipped with 
Sprague 15-horse-power motors, four trailers and four horse 
cars. The power house is a short distance from the line, 
adjoining the city water works plant, both companies using the 
same boilers, thereby lessening expense of operating for both. 
The equipment consists of three No. 16 Edison generators, 
driven by one 300- horse-power Cumner engine, and one 
75-horse-power Williams high speed compound engine.
Phœnix is the capitol of Arizona Territory, and county seat 
of Maricopa county, with a population of a about eleven 
thousand, and is altogether a lively city. The company,  
however, does not depend for revenue upon the travel that 
naturally comes to it, but has various attractions to help create 
travel, some of which are shown in connection with this 
article. Among them is a large park a mile and three-quarters 
from the business center, containing one of the fastest four-
lap bicycle tracks in the west, and holding many of the Pacific 
Coast records. 
At the entrance to the park is a quaint building, in which is 
built large cement tank, 30 x I00 feet, with a depth of three to 
six feet, holding 100,000 gallons of water. For seven months 
of the year it is known as the “Park swimming baths,” and is a 
first-class drawing attraction. Separate days and times are set 
apart for ladies. and for ladies and their escorts. Five months 
of the year the tank is covered with a roller skating floor, 
which, for the comparatively short time it is used, draws well. 
People seem never to tire riding round and round the line 
in the almost perpetual summer evenings that exist in this 
region. With apparently no objective point in mind, they ride 
about evening after evening. Especially is this true of the 
Spanish and Mexican population, which would give the last 
nickle for a ride on the electric cars. 

August
3 (1911)  Rumors of the sale of the Phoenix 
street railway to California's Pacific Electric 
company seem to have been, indeed, purely 
rumors. — Arizona Republican
15 (1932)  A timetable is printed in the Arizona 
Republic, with service every 12 minutes on 
the Washington, Brill, and Indian School Lines, 
20 minutes on the Kenilworth, and 30 on the 
Grand Avenue lines.
16 (1868) Columbus H. Gray ("Lum") 
pitches his tent on the quarter section (40 
acres) known as Gray's Ranch, near today's 
intersection northwest of Buckeye Road and 
7th Street. It was at Gray's Ranch that the first 
Territorial Fairs would be held from 1884 until 
some time before his death in August 1905 — 
three months after the new Fairgrounds site 
was purchased at 19th Avenue and McDowell. 
Curiously, the Grand Avenue horsecar line had 
been removed in 1897 and would not be relaid 
(with electric streetcars) until just before the 
opening of the newly relocated 1905 Fair.
21 (1948) The existing overhead catenary, 
remaining since the last days of streetcar 
service this year January, is deemed unusable 
by trolley busses ("trackless trolleys") due 
to the larger wire size and different layout 
required.
23 (1923) Sam Thorpe, a pioneer of  
Arizona, died at Superior. He arrived in Arizona 
in 1880 and assisted in construction of the 
Phoenix street railway.

Dates in Arizona  
Trolley History
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Museums depend  Museums depend  
on the generocityon the generocity
of others. of others. 

Telling the story of Phoenix and its Trolleys

Blanche DuBois (Vivien Leigh) in “A Streetcar Named Desire.”

go to: phxtrolley.org/donations

  ‘‘I have always‘‘I have always
depended on thedepended on the

 kindness of kindness of
strangers.''strangers.''

The Phoenix Trolley Museum appreciates the  
support of friends & “strangers” in its efforts  
to rebuild and create a fascinating  
place to experience history.   

“Desire named Streetcar”
Support a community

PhxTrolley.orgPhxTrolley.org

   Like Blanche, Like Blanche,


