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Phoenix OralTrolley Museum

History
Project

Betsey
Bayless

"I remember the first two
movies that I ever saw. We
rode the streetcar and we
would go downtown, went to
the Fox Theater and it was, it
was terrific. I was very young.
I think my mother started
taking me, before I was even
one, on the streetcar, and then
I was four when it closed down.
So I had a limited amount of
time on the streetcar, but it was
oh! so much fun.
Now I know that they are
calling these things “trolleys”
now. When I was riding these
things I wouldn’t have heard the
word “trolley,” I wouldn’t have
known what it was, ‘cuz we
always called it a “streetcar ”

…

This initial project is
brought to you though
a grant from Arizona
Humanities.
We encourage your
support in continuing
our exploration of
personal stories from
those who remember
life as it was in the
earlier days of Phoenix.
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The museum has
embarked on a project of
capturing the memories of
those Phoenix residentes
who once rode on the
trolley in their youth.

What you see here are just a few brief
snippets of the full interviews that are
in production now, with additional
interviews planned to explore the life and
times of Phoenix when the streetcars
were an efficient way to get around town.

Fred
Rosenfeld

...And so when I started
kindergarten in 1942 we went by
a carpool; the neighbors just took
us to school, to kindergarten, and
picked us up after school.
But when I started in the first
grade I rode the streetcar. And
we all got out in the morning, and
waited for the streetcar on the
northeast corner — northwest
corner — of Fifth Avenue and Holly.
And it would take us to school, at
Kenilworth School, at Fifth Avenue
and Culver.
On Saturday mornings we would
ride it downtown — both the
Orpheum Theater and the Fox
Theater had kids’ shows in the
morning — Lew King was the best
known, and he had a show in the
Fox Theater and we used to go
down on that streetcar; down and
back. We’d go down and watch
the movies—and radio show in the
case of the Fox Theater, and then
we’d take it home

…

Videographers:
Ray & Matt Currie

My first memory of
riding the trolley was
when I was three
years old. We were
over in Phoenix
because my father
was in the hospital at Kay
Good Samaritan and Bates
the trolley went from
the Capitol area to Good Samaritan so
we rode it then. I’d never seen a trolley
before because I lived in a small town
in eastern Arizona and it made a lot of
noise but it was exciting because I’d
never done it before.
I was totally fascinated because I had
never seen a trolley and you know it
kind of clattered down the road and
made a lot of noise as it went. We lived
in small towns around Arizona during
the war, but as soon as World War II
was over, we came back to Phoenix and
lived near Seventh Street and Indian
School. And the trolley ran on Third
Street down to Indian School and then
to downtown. My Mom was too worried
to drive in downtown Phoenix— the
traffic was so horrible, she thought.
[laugh] So we would drive the car over
to Third Street and pay a nickel to ride
the trolley downtown

…

I was a native here to start with, and
I remember the streetcars starting
about 1930’s. I lived at 20th Avenue, 21
actually, West Jefferson Street. That was
in the Capitol area, and the streetcar
was right at Adams and 20th Avenue,
only had two blocks to walk.
Got the
streetcar usually
at 20th Avenue
and Adams.
And from there
it went straight
Aimes
down, or east on
Adams, right up
Thompson
to the Capitol.
Then swung around over to Washington
Street, that’s where the track was, and
went all the way down to 2nd Avenue
and Washington Street.

the
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Carole Beath

We lived up the street, on Portland,
1606 Portland. And Mother didn’t
have a car, and I would walk with
my mother to my grandmother’s
house and they would be getting
dressed to go downtown, because
downtown was it. It was where it
was happening, and they always
got so dressed up: suits and hats
Normally I would go downtown and I’d and gloves and the nylons with the
seam up the back that had to be
get a transfer for the Brill car because
I wanted to go over to Good Samaritan so straight. And we would walk
down 15th Avenue, I assume to
Hospital, and the Brill line ended right
Washington. And catch the trolley.
at 9th Street and Brill, and I could get
And I’d be so excited to get on that
off and, my mother was a nurse, and
she nursed at Good Samaritan Hospital trolley. I just know that I stood by
Mother’s side with her grabbing my
where I was born, and so I would go
arm so that I didn’t go anywhere.
over there and get off at night and in
those days I just could—I would usually I was a “wander off” kind of kid.
go over there after school—remember
And then we would get off
this was all Depression days—and my
downtown and we would walk
mother was working on, in a hospital
up and down the street, with all
and sometimes she’d do two or three
the Phoenix people that walked up
shifts just to earn enough money.
and down the street, and all of
[chuckles] So after school I could go
the characters.
over there, and get out, go through
the Emergency door because it wasn’t
And there was Hatty Moser, very
anybody there, get the old elevator, go
big legend of Phoenix. There was
up to the second or third floor, and
a man that had no legs, that was
then I’d ask somebody, “Well, where’s
on what we would call a big wide
Mildred Thompson?” “Oh, she’s up
skateboard today, and he scooted
there on the fourth floor.” Well, I’d
up and down with his arms and
find her. And then she would use that
sold newspapers, on Washington.
streetcar to come home whenever she
And there was Bible Joe, who was
was working in the hospital and that
a preacher. And he would carry
was usually every day
his Bible, and he would pick a
corner and begin to preach,
and it wouldn’t be very long
and he would have this big
crowd listening to him
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The Demise of Arizona’s Most Exciting Streetcar Ride:

I

The Warren-Bisbee
Railway

n 1912, the future looked bright for the
Warren-Bisbee Railway, the most exciting
trolley ride in Arizona because of its steep grades and
sharp curves. After four years of operation, the streetcar
system carried almost 2 million passengers
annually in the Warren Mining
		
in less than two
District. Trolley service
		
decades, even before the Great
stretched from Warren, a
		
Depression began in 1929,
company mining town founded
this impressive streetcar line
would be decommissioned by
by Calumet and Arizona Mining
an overwhelming public vote. The railway’s
Company in 1906, to Bisbee, owners, a subsidiary of Calumet and Arizona
the Queen of the Copper
Mining Company called the Warren Company,
pivoted to operating a bus system for local
Camps with its associated
public transportation. How did streetcars
mines, saloons, gambling halls, transition from a popular conveyance to the
scrap heap in such a short time? The intriguing
and brothels.

Y

et

Douglas Towne,

writer, historian, hydrologist, artist
and editor of Arizona Contractor &
Community Magazine

story includes common streetcar line maladies
along with local economics.

The Warren-Bisbee Railway featured
impressive infrastructure in 1912, estimated to
cost $45,000 per mile, according to an article in
the 1908 issue of Street
Warren-Bisbee Car 106 on Ruppe
Railway Journal. The
Ave at Warren Ballpark in 1908.
system had 12 miles
of line, with 60-poundper-yard rails upgraded
to 80-pound-per-yard
rails on steeper grades.
Railway offices were
in Warren, as was the
maintenance building,
which had a nine-car
capacity.
According to Richard
V. Francaviglia’s book,
Mining Town Trolleys:
A History of Arizona's
Warren-Bisbee, the 42-foot-long streetcars,
manufactured by the McGuire-Cummings

44

By Douglas Towne

Manufacturing Company in Chicago, were
powered by four 40-horsepower motors. Each
car had seats for 40 riders, with a standingroom capacity of 75 people. The electric railway
was supplied by a
powerhouse at the
Calumet and Arizona’s
Oliver Shaft, near the
center of the line. The
plant provided 6,000
volts DC to the system
via two Westinghouse
Parsons steam
turbines.

The trolley operated 21 hours each day, running
every half hour from 6 a.m. until 2 a.m. during
the weekdays, with a 15-minute schedule on
weekends. The primary connection for the

Wooden poles, painted
white with a red or
Car 103 operates on shored-up trackage caused by a
brown base, marked
flood at Mule Gulch and Dubacher Canyon, 1910.
the streetcar line.
trolley was at Briggs Junction, just west of the
Trolley stops were marked by "Cars Stop Here"
signs, and some had simple shelters for waiting community of Lowell. Streetcars from each
end of the mainline, Bisbee and Warren, would
passengers. The three terminuses, Upper High
meet there midway and be joined by trolleys
Line, Upper Tombstone Canyon, and Warren,
from the High Line, a branch which came from
were stub-ended since there was no need to
the Calumet and Arizona mining operations at
turn the trolley cars around. In addition, the
Sacramento Hill. “This allowed people in the
system had five sidings at Old Bisbee, Slag
mining district to get just about anywhere
Dump Hill, Briggs Junction, Warren, and
within an hour, at the cost of a dime,”
Copper Queen Plaza.
Francaviglia wrote.
Passenger totals validated the streetcar's
The railway was such a success that there were
popularity. Ridership in 1908 was slightly more
even proposals to expand the line outside the
than a million; that figure doubled by 1913
mining district. One suggestion was an eastward
and peaked at roughly 2.5 million in 1916.
expansion to connect with the copper-smelting
This correlated with the increasing demand
town of Douglas, according to Francaviglia.
for copper, which was created by the booming
The plan involved building an electric line from
economy fueled by World War I.
Continued page six
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Work car #100 moving
structure swept onto tracks
during flood, 1910.

Oliver Shaft

Conductor and motorman
in front of Car #105.

Continued from page 5

Flood-damaged trolley tracks
along Mule Gulch, 1910.

the railway's eastern terminus at Warren
to a junction with the El Paso & Southwest
Railroad in the Sulphur Springs Valley. There's
no evidence that this scheme, called the
Cochise County Electric Railroad Company,
ever moved beyond the planning stage.
Another proposal that quietly faded was related
to Prohibition, which was enacted in Arizona
five years before the nation went dry in 1920.
An application for a streetcar line extension to
Naco, along the Mexican border, was made in
1915 on the supposition that Arizona might
soon go dry and, if so, that Naco, Sonora would
become a popular destination, “…a veritable
‘Monte Carlo in America,’” according to an
article in the 1915 Bisbee Daily Review. The
story noted that the Douglas Street Railway
Co., not to be outdone, also proposed an
extension to the adjacent border community of
Agua Prieta.
The railway's most significant challenges in
its early years were mischievous kids, floods,
and accidents. Teenagers could halt a streetcar
by running behind it and tugging the trolley
pole down from the wire, its power source. Or
by soaping or greasing the tracks on an uphill
section, which slowed or stopped a streetcar.
Floods could take out sections of the streetcar
line, as occurred along Mule Gulch in 1910.
6 Accidents could be deadly, such as a

wreck that killed two people and injured 50
when two streetcars collided in 1913.

Within a decade after its founding, however,
the Warren-Bisbee Railway encountered more
significant challenges from which it would be
unable to recover. The first hint of trouble was
the railway’s consolidation after World War I
ended in 1918
The trolley’s first casualty was the High Line.
This branch left the central railway at Briggs
Junction, located a half-mile southwest of
Lowell, and traveled through Upper Lowell
and Jiggerville before terminating near the
Calumet and Arizona’s Sacramento shops and
Hoatson Mine. The High Line was closed and
removed around 1919 to accommodate the
creation of the Sacramento Pit, which would
eventually consume most of Sacramento Hill.
This development marked the transition from
vertical mine shafts and tunnels to open-pit
mining of lower-grade ore in the district.

Also in 1919, the short, 0.75-mile streetcar
branch south from Warren to the Warren
Country Club ended service. Its discontinuation
left only the mainline, from Warren to Bisbee,
in operation.
By 1920, the postwar decrease in copper prices
negatively affected the Bisbee-area mines and
economy. Along with the increasing popularity
of autos, this resulted in a decline in trolley

Drivers and
vehicle of the
Warren Bisbee
Bus Line.

ridership, a trend that continued during the
decade. The Daily Review noted in 1920 that
the railway had operated at a loss for three
years. By 1926, the trolley ceased late-night
runs. The company discontinued the conductor
position to save money, which resulted in the
rear doors being closed and the motorman
collecting fares. Maintenance on the system
was deferred, resulting in both worn trolley
cars and the associated infrastructure.
The demise of the railway occurred in 1928
when the Warren Company petitioned the
city to abolish the streetcar line and grant
it a bus line franchise. Reasons cited in the
request included an estimated $135,000
needed to rehabilitate the streetcar system
and the opportunity to extend a bus line to
communities unserved by the trolley, including
Tintown and Don Luis, according to an article
in The Arizona Republican in 1928. A public
vote of 448 to 35 passed the proposal on May 7.
The streetcar's last run was a few weeks later,
on May 21, 1928. The transportation system
that replaced it consisted of six vehicles, four
20-passenger and two 40-passenger buses that
offered "…a quicker and more frequent service
than has prevailed here for the past 20 years,"
according to a Republican article.

The company removed the trolley tracks, and
the fate of the streetcars is unknown, according
to Francaviglia. The cars may have been used

Map of Warren-Bisbee
Railway, 1912.

as fill and buried in the mines. But more likely,
they were recycled as scrap metal. As a result,
few remnants of the system exist. The bus
line would last considerably longer, ending its
service in 1971.

Life in the Warren Mining District has changed
dramatically since 1928. Phelps Dodge
purchased Calumet and Arizona in 1931 and
worked progressively less valuable copper ore
deposits such as the Lavender Pit, until closing
the operation in 1975. Despite some former
employees’ predictions that the mines would
reopen, the local real estate market collapsed.

Eventually, Bisbee capitalized on its
spectacular setting and industrial past to find
a second life. Newcomers repopulated its
picturesque homes linked by staircases built
on the slopes of the Mule Mountains. The
city transitioned to a counterculture center
fueled by the arts and tourism. As a result,
the community abounds in people, places,
and events that visitors can't experience
elsewhere in Arizona. It's too bad that the
Warren-Bisbee Railway, a streetcar system
described as more akin to riding a roller
coaster, didn’t survive to become yet another
unique element of the place.
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Mack Trucks were convicted of conspiring
to monopolize the sale of buses and
related products to local transit companies
controlled by National City Lines. The
verdicts were upheld on appeal in 1951.
GM was fined $5,000 and GM treasurer
H.C. Grossman was fined $1.

e
l
Trol

he underlying sub-plot in the fabulously
ground breaking animation/live action movie, “Who Framed Roger Rabbit”
was that Judge Doom (voice of Christopher Lloyd) used his shell company
"Cloverleaf Industries" to buy-out the Red Car system. Then, he would
dismantle it, essentially putting it out of business. With the Los Angeles
mass transit trolley system out of the way, trolley goers would be forced to
find alternative transportation and buy cars instead.
This scenario was taken from a real
life episode in trolley history. In the
film, Roger is framed for murder while
conspiring in Judge Doom's elaborate
scheme to demolish L.A.'s mass transit
trolley system, known as the Red Cars.

8

In the real annals of corporate history,
General Motors (and Firestone Tires,
Standard Oil, Philips Petroleum, and
Mack Truck) took an equity position in
National City Lines, a small Minnesota
two bus transportation company
started in 1920. Through the early 40s
a spin-off company, Pacific City Lines,
had acquiried local transit systems
throughout the United States in what
became known as the General Motors
streetcar conspiracy.

The trial judge said "I am very frank
to admit to counsel that after a very
exhaustive review of the entire transcript
in this case, and of the exhibits that
were offered and received in evidence,
that I might not have come to the same
conclusion as the jury came to were I
trying this case without a jury."

y

W

Editor's Discovery

By 1947 both National City
Lines & Pacific City Lines were
indicted on charges of conspiring
to acquire control of a number of
transit companies, and of forming
a transportation monopoly for
the purpose of a conspiring to
monopolize sales of buses and
supplies to companies owned by
National City Lines.

Known as the "Great American
Streetcar Scandal," GM & the
others involved were convicted of
monopolizing the sale of buses and
supplies to National City Lines and
its subsidiaries, and to allegations
that the defendants conspired to
own or control transit systems, in

violation of Section 1 of the Sherman
Antitrust Act. The suit created lingering
suspicions that the defendants had
in fact plotted to dismantle streetcar
systems in an attempt to monopolize
surface transportation in over 60 cities
in the U.S. for the purpose of promoting
sales of buses and supplies to companies
owned by National City Lines.
The Red Car network was an extension
of the Los Angeles and Pasadena
Electric Railway and eventually had
veins that connected far-flung stretches
of Southern California – Santa Monica
to San Bernardino, Newport Beach to
Venice Beach, Van Nuys, Pasadena to
Long Beach. Between it and the more
local Yellow Car system, riders could ride
on the rails on one of these streetcars
to almost anywhere they wanted to. It
was the most extensive urban rail transit
system in America.
In 1949, Firestone Tire, Standard Oil of
California, Phillips Petroleum, GM, and

Had this conspiracy not been carried
out, the nation's system of streetcars
may have peacefully coexisted with
buses and automobiles,... and the lightrail transit systems we see today would
have been a natural evolution and
modernization of the trolley.

The Phoenix Connection

Moses Hazeltine Sherman, started the Los
Angeles Pacific and Pasadena Electric Railways
in 1899, while at the same time owning and
expanding his Phoenix Streetcar Company
system to include Glendale, AZ (1910). He
eventually sold his interest in the Phoenix
Streetcar Company in 1925 to the City of
Phoenix. He was also an original investor in
Hollywoodland and developed the Sherman Oaks
area. He eventually sold his Los Angeles Pacific
streetcar system to E.H. Harriman, (chairman of
the Union Pacific and Southern Pacific Railroads)
in 1909 for a reported 6 million dollars.

As of this publication a PBS documentary on the conspiracy can be found at :
Taken for a Ride - The U.S. History of the Assault on Public Transport in the Last Century
youtube.com/watch?v=p-I8GDklsN4&t=18s
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Samuel H. Mitchell, A Real Gentleman
By Donna Reiner

Arriving in Phoenix, Arizona
in 1903, Samuel H. Mitchell,
along with his wife and two
daughters, settled in once
Mitchell found employment
with the Phoenix Street
Railway Company.

B

And an era was
about to begin.

Mitchell probably was not as blatant as Sherman
was to make sure the line went near his property.
Mitchell was there for ceremonial purposes
to drive in the silver spike as the OrangewoodGlendale line was completed. When he had a
carpenter upgrade the cars with new curtains
and head lining, he also asked the man to make
swings for Eastlake Park (in case you didn’t
know, the Phoenix Railway Company owned
that park before donating it to the city).

Mitchell did what he could to keep the employees
satisfied with working for the company. One
efore coming to Phoenix, year, he gave a 10 cent refreshment to all the
Mitchell had worked for conductors and motormen (that’s about $2.70
and been a partner in a
in today’s dollars) to thank them for willingly
stationery company in
working above and beyond the “call of duty.”
Minneapolis, MN. With
He told the men to head over to Berryhill’s
that extensive business
(48 E. Washington) and enjoy. Another year
experience, Mitchell was hired as a bookkeeper
at Christmas time, Mitchell apologized to
for Moses Sherman’s bustling streetcar
the company’s employees that the size of the
company. But…..within a short time, Mitchell’s
oranges that were annually given to them were
expertise enabled him to be appointed as general smaller than usual. He gave the men what the
superintendent of the Railway Company and the company received from the Citrus Growers
Phoenix Water Company (yes, Sherman owned Association.
that company at the time too). And that position
Outside his business life, Mitchell was involved
led to Mitchell being named manager of both
in the Phoenix YMCA and was even one of the
companies in 1906, upon the retirement of
directors listed in the Y’s articles of incorporation
Mr. H. W. Heap.
in 1907. He was also a member of the Rotary
For the next 20 years, Mitchell oversaw
Club. Active in the Presbyterian Church, Mr. and
numerous changes, expansions of lines,
Mrs. Mitchell’s daughter, Helen, married Rev.
several employee strikes, and the demise of
O. V. Chamness in 1922 and eventually sailed
the Railway Company under the ownership of
off to Korea to serve in the Presbyterian foreign
Moses Sherman. While Mitchell’s name is found mission field. And that little piece of information
all over the company’s records, and he’s often
makes this writer suspect that Helen Mitchell
mentioned in newspaper articles, who was this
Chamness encountered at least my paternal
man beyond what was related in his obituary?
grandparents who were also in Korea under the
Like Sherman, Mitchell also speculated on land auspices of the Presbyterian Church at the same
time. A small world indeed.
along proposed route expansions. Though,
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But as the company and the system began its decline,
negotiations began with General Sherman to purchase
the system for $20,000, (nearly $200,000 less than it was
determined to be three years earlier). This compromise was
accepted by Sherman and the City of Phoenix took over the
company and retained Mitchell as manager.
But that tenure was short-lived and Mitchell was summarily
dismissed on Christmas Day, 1925. Surprised, the
conductors and motormen presented Mitchell with a
“blanket and a pair of lined kid driving gloves.” Mitchell
wrote a touching letter of appreciation posting it on the
			
company bulletin board.

Donna Reiner,

is co-author of three
books on Phoenix
history and often writes
for the Arizona Republic
on topic of history

Larry Fleming succinctly summed up Mitchell’s time with the company in his book
Ride A Mile and Smile The While as having overseen “its greatest expansion to a
decrepit state and finally abandonment.” Unfortunately for Mitchell, he received little
credit for all the positive events and much criticism when the streetcar system began
to decline. At the end, Mitchell was “a symbol of old management and all that was
wrong with the system.” Yet, the above letter clearly demonstrates
		
that he was a REAL GENTLEMAN! 11
11

By William Lindley
Rare Photo Discovery
Sparks the Imagination

F

ormer
Board
member and
long time
friend of the
Phoenix Trolley
Museum, Michael
Cady introduced us
to Ed Dobbins who
uncovered a rare photo
of Car #17 circa 1904,
and it has parked much
excitement, as this seems to be
the first photo ever found of one
of the original horse-cars
converted to electricity.

The car body style, the three windows, the spacing
of the vertical elements between the windows, along
with the roof line — almost certainly indicate this was
originally a horse-car. Compare to the horse-cars on
pages 1 and 4 of Larry Fleming's book, “Ride A Mile
and Smile the While.” Other early small electric cars
(#10, #11, #12, #14,
see pp. 8, 15, 16)*
were larger, with
four windows. This
one, numbered
17, was likely a
late conversion
to electricity. This
may also explain
how for a few days
in October 1900,
during repairs to the
West Washington
Street line, at least
one car was again
drawn by a mule: a
William Lindley,
12

is a voracious researcher &
passionate about history, he is also
a longtime friend of the museum
and former Board member.

* In this article we make various references to the

#17 on page 20 of “Ride A Mile...” was thought to
be in the 1890s, but that is the later car 17. The
“Dobbins” photo prompted a closer look at page 20,
which revealed two things: Visible just to the right and
behind #17 is an automobile. The very first recorded
sighting of such a contraption in Phoenix occurred in
the year 1902 (owned by a Dr. James Swetnam).

Car 17
small light car such as this merely lowered its
trolley poles and let the electric motors spin freely
behind “oat-power.”
There are precious few very early photographs of
any sort, and the number 17 here definitely dates
this before 1910. The new photo is a side view of
the same car whose front is seen at left on this page.
Other “Car #17” images, of a larger, six-bay, opensided car, must be after the 1910 renumbering. That
renumbering stemmed from the 1910 car-barn fire
that destroyed eight of the company's sixteen cars;
previously, numbers seem to have been assigned
chronologically; afterwards, cars like the one in this
newly-found photo, listed in 1910 as “small closed
cars with the end seats outside” were renumbered
in the series from 1 to 9 (other groups were 10–19
for open cars, 20–29 long “Metropolitan” half-open,
and so on). Fleming (p. 169) notes that (original
number) “Cars 1 to 17 are the most difficult class to
turn up data on” and that it was unknown how many
might have
been converted
horse cars. The
renumbering
causes much
confusion, but
now we have
this evidence to
help us unravel
the mystery. For
example, the
photo of

Car 14

Car 17 (page 20)

The billboard above the automobile reads “French
Kitchen.” A scan of the Arizona Republican through
the Library of Congress (chroniclingamerica.loc.gov)
reveals, as shown in the below advertisement, that the
establishment at 11 West Washington opened on 18
February 1908, so the book photo must be after that.
Back to the newly-found photo. #17 is
operating on the line to Brill Addition;
the curved “Brill” on top can be seen on
another car from the 1890s .

book “Ride a Mile and Smile the While.” The title
is taken from a slogan of the Phoenix Streetcar
Company and written by museums the founder of
the museum Larry Fleming, in 1977.

The picture seems to be taken in front of “Goldberg's
Clothing Store” (banner sign, top) who billed
themselves as “Exclusive Outfitters for Men and
Boys” (sign visible through car windows). Goldberg's,
per 1900 City Directory, was “northeast corner of
First Street and Washington.”
We know this is a winter afternoon from
the shadows, and the heavy woolen coats
worn by the conductor and motorman.
And we know the date is between 1900 and
1911, from the name, “Phoenix Railway
Company.” Before January 1900, this
would have been “Phoenix City Railway.”
On May 11, 1911, with the extension to
Glendale, and the proposed line to
Ingleside and Scottsdale, further capital
was need, and the company reorganized as
the Phoenix Railway Company
of Arizona. The 1904 date
thus seems correct.

X
Goldbergs
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It’s Autumn inArizona
Pearl Hart

Gadsden Stamp

1856 • November 17• On the Sonoita River
in present-day southern Arizona, the United
States Army establishes Fort Buchanan in order
to help control new land acquired in the
Gadsden Purchase.

1857 • September 15 •

U.S. government
signed the Overland Mail contract with John
Butterfield and ran through Southern Arizona.

1867 • November 1 •

Tucson became the
capital of the Territory of Arizona.

1870 • October 20 • The town site of

Phoenix was laid out with 96 blocks priced at a
average of $114 each.

1877 • November 29 • The first Mormon
settlers arrived on the San Pedro River to found
what is now the town of St. David.
1881 • October 26 • Wyatt, Virgil and

Morgan Earp, with Doc Holliday, fought it out at
the OK Corral with the Clantons and the
McLowrys. Three men were killed and two were
wounded in less than a minute.

McCulloch Brothers Panoramic Photo of
Washington Street - Phoenix, AZ
Published in the Arizona Republican
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History
1891 • October 1 • The University of Arizona
opened its doors for the first time on a site
selected by Moses H. Sherman, Superintendent of
Public Instruction.

1898 • September 14 • The first carload of
almonds from the Salt River Valley was shipped.

1899 • November 20 • Pearl Hart, Arizona’s
female bandit, was tried at Florence for robbery,
convicted and sentenced to five years in prison.

1905 • October 7 • Andy Devine, American
character actor (Roy Roger's sidekick - "Cookie";
Stagecoach; Adventures of Wild Bill Hickok, 1951-58),
born in Flagstaff, Territory of Arizona (d. 1977).

1909 • October 14 • President William
Howard Taft visited the Grand Canyon.

1912 • November 5 • Arizona, Kansas &
Wisconsin vote for female suffrage.

1914 • November 18 • Tucson Citizen
reported that ostrich farms in Phoenix and Yuma
were facing ruin as women’s hat plumage was
going out of style.

1916 • November 12 • Percival Lowell,
American astronomer, predicted the discovery of
Pluto and founder of Lowell Observatory in
Flagstaff, Arizona, dies of a stroke at 61.
Incidentally the dwarf planet has yet to complete a
path around the Sun since its discovery.

BioSphere 2

Fokker AirMail

Tom Mix

1918 • October 31 • The Arizona State Fair
was canceled because of an epidemic of Spanish
Influenza.
1919 • November 20 • 1st municipally

owned airport in U.S. opens in Tucson, Arizona

1935 • October 12 • Tom
Mix, early Western movie star,
was killed when his car
overturned in a wash on what is
now the Pinal-Pioneer Parkway.

Jack Elam

1970 • September 4 • 29.0 cm rainfall at
1920 • November 13 • Jack Elam, American Workman
Creek, Arizona (state record)
actor (Lonsome Dove-TV-Canonball Run, etc.),
born in Miami, Arizona (d. 2003). He got his wild
eye from a Boy Scout camping accident at
Madison School (Phoenix).

1920 • September 26 • Marty Robbins,
American country singer (Lonesome Dove, Devil
Woman, etc.), born in Glendale, Arizona (d. 1982)
1920 • November 24 • Seven miners died
when flames destroyed one shaft of the Magma
Mine at Superior. The damage was reported at
near a half a million dollars..
1930 • October 15 •

The first airmail arrives
at the first U.S. municipal airport in Tucson at 11
a.m. aboard a Fokker Tri-motor.

1930 • November 11 • The Arizona
Republican newspaper changed its name to the
Arizona Republic.

1935 • September 30 • The Boulder Dam
(later the Hoover Dam), astride the border of U.S.
states Arizona and Nevada, is dedicated by
President Franklin D. Roosevelt.

1986 • September 26 •

William Rehnquist
of Phoenix is appointed Chief Justice of the U. S.
Supreme Court.

1988 • November 3 • For the first time in
American history, the top five state-elected offices
are held by women.

1991 • September 26 • A two year
experimental Biosphere 2 in Oracle Arizona
begins to explore ways to live in space.

2001 • November 4 • The Arizona
Diamondbacks rally to beat the New York Yankees
3-2 in Game 7 of the World Series and snag their
first title.

2016 • September 15 • Rose Mofford,
American politician, 1st female Governor of
Arizona (1988-1991), dies at 94.
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One day you too
will sip chocolate (or Coffee)
in front of the
Trolley Museum
at the future
Streetcar Cafe

ON GRAND

Phoenix
Trolley
Museum

SUPPORT OUR
"BRING THE TROLLEYS OUT OF STORAGE CAMPAIGN"
AND HELP BUILD A REIMAGINED NEW MUSEUM
go to: phxtrolley.org/donations
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PhxTrolley.org

Telling the story of Phoenix and its Trolleys

